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HABAKKUK EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS READING PROGRAM 
(WEEKLY LESSON PLAN FOR READING) 

 
Habakkuk Educational Materials provides everything you need to teach students how to read, 
and different approaches for teaching reading have been incorporated into the curriculum.  
Materials are available for teaching phonics, sight words, structural analysis, and more and can 
be used in accordance with the Habakkuk Educational Materials Reading Program (outlined 
below) or to supplement any other curriculum for teaching reading. 

 
PHONICS (55-65 min.)   
1. MATERIALS NEEDED: Digital Alphabet Flashcards (10 min.) 
 

Objectives: to help children in grades pre-K through third learn the names of the 26 alphabet 
letters and the sounds most commonly associated with them 
 
Directions 
a. As the flashcard showing, for instance, K k is displayed, students 

would repeat after the teacher who names the letter, identifies the 
sound, and then reads the illustrated word.  (If you prefer, you can 
simply click on the arrow to hear this information in the form of a 
tune and instruct your students to repeat what is heard.)   

b. Sing the “Short and Long Vowels Song” with students on page 86.  
Click the arrow to hear the tune. 

 
2. MATERIALS NEEDED: Phonics Book for Kids and Digital Flashcards for Teachers;  

A Phonics Reading and Coloring Book for Grades K-3 
 
Objectives: To enable beginning readers to successfully read the key words and sentences 
in the phonics books pictured below; to help children learn the consonant blends, consonant 
digraphs and trigraphs, diphthongs, r-controlled vowels, inflectional endings, common 
prefixes and suffixes, and many other letters and letter combinations that make a distinct 
sound; to equip students with the ability to sound out words by recognizing the vowel or 
consonant sounds made by various letters and letter combinations 

 
eBook 

 
coloring book version 
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Directions 
a. Sight Word Sentences (Page 7 in the eBook or page 8 in the coloring book)   

Help students memorize the six sentences on page 7 (or page 8 in the coloring book) and 
practice pointing to each word in turn as they are recited.  After your class has memorized 
the sentences, you can turn to page 165 in the eBook and show each flashcard in turn as 
students recite the sentences in unison.  (5 min.) 

b. Long Vowel Flashcards (Pages 11-13 in the eBook)   
Read the rules recorded as footnotes.  Then call on students to sound out the words.  If 
children have difficulty decoding the words because they are not already familiar with the 
A-Z alphabet sounds, please note that these sounds can usually be learned within a couple 
of months or less with the Digital Alphabet Flashcards mentioned above.  (5 min.) 

c. Phonics Flashcards (Pages 15-163 in the eBook) 
Introduce two new flashcards daily after your review of cards students have already been 
acquainted with.  Once all the flashcards have been introduced, you can spend the rest 
of the year reviewing.  As the flashcard showing, for instance, sh is displayed, students 
would repeat after the teacher who names the colored letters, identifies the sound, and 
then reads the illustrated word—“s-h, /sh/, shop.”  Any rules recorded as footnotes would 
also be quoted.  (If you prefer, you can simply click on the arrow from your eBook to hear 
this information and instruct your students to repeat what is said.  Approximately 20 
minutes are needed to complete all the phonics flashcards when students repeat after the 
teacher.  Eventually, this time will be cut in half as students learn how to review the cards 
without the teacher’s assistance.)  (10-20 min.) 

d. After introducing a phonics digital flashcard, let students sound out the example words 
and read the sentence.  (5 min.) 

e. Have students spell words with the key sound introduced on the flashcards.  These can 
be recorded in their paperbacks (A Phonics Reading and Coloring Book for Grades K-3) in 
the same box as the other words they just decoded.  Another option would be to have 
them spell the words in their spelling journals or with dry-erase markers on mini 
whiteboards.  You may also want to allow time for each student to read to you the words 
he/she has spelled and then reward the child with a sticker to add to his/her incentive 
chart.  Students could be coloring their pages or writing the sentence (see f below) while 
waiting for their turn with the teacher.)  (10 min.) 
Example: Display the barn flashcard and ask: “If a-r says ‘r’, can you spell the word jar? 
star? yard?”  (This would also be a good opportunity to focus upon penmanship!) 

f. Finally, let students copy the sentence or use the key word to write one of their own on 
the line underneath the sentence in their paperbacks.  (5 min.) 
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3. PHONICS WORKSHEETS in Teaching Children All about Vowels (Reading Book 1) and 
Teaching Children All about Consonants (Reading Book 2)  (5 min.) 

      
 
Instructions: Use the worksheets to practice sounding out words.  Complete a different 
worksheet daily.   

Short Vowels worksheet 
• Short vowels digital worksheet 
 
Long Vowels worksheets 
• Vowel sounds changed by a final e (e.g., at, ate) 
• Single and Double Vowel Patterns (e.g., cot, coat) 
• V, VC, VCC, CV, CVC, CVCC, CCV, CCVC, and CCVCC Words (e.g., hi, him) 
 
Additional Worksheets included in Teaching Children All about Vowels 
• tapping, taping  
• tapped, taped 
 
Worksheets included in Teaching Children All about Consonants 
• littler, littlest, whiten 
• Word families -an and -en digital worksheet 

 

   
 



4 

Copyright © 2018-2022 by Habakkuk Educational Materials 
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SIGHT WORDS (20 minutes) 
1. MATERIALS NEEDED: Using the Whole-Word Approach to Learn Over 450 Sight 

Words  
 
Objectives: to help students learn, within a year or less, over 450 sight words taught in 
prekindergarten through third grade 
 
Instructions  
a. List of sentences: Five to eleven sentences are memorized weekly the first 13 weeks of 

school, and a tune is available to assist students with their memorization.  (If you played 
the song once or twice daily during cleanup time, many students will have all 109 
sentences memorized within a couple of months or less.)  Recite recently memorized 
sentences in unison as the teacher points to each word in turn.  Note that the final four 
words that are taught with the sight word sentences do not actually form a sentence.  
Rather, these are a list of homographs that students practice giving both pronunciations 
of each word to (see below).   
live [lĭv], [līv]        read [rĕd], [rēd]        use [yüs], [yüz]        wind [wind], [wind] 

b. Have students record the new sentences in their writing journals (emphasize good 
penmanship) and discuss the phonetic “secrets” in the sentences (the colored letters) and 
any compound words (like coursework in the example sentences below).  Note that these 
phonetic secrets are also taught with Phonics Book for Kids and Digital Flashcards for 
Teachers.  The sight word sentences are also included in the paperback version of Using 
Phonics to Learn Over 450 Sight Words, sold separately. 

c. Digital Flashcards: Recite previously memorized sentences in unison as the teacher 
shows flashcards in order of the sentences.  (During this activity, students will sometimes 
recite a word from memory before it is displayed.  To help prevent this from happening, 
have available several pennies or other small objects and a see-through cup.  Then put 
one penny in the cup each time a word is said prior to being shown.  If you have any 
pennies left over, attach a monthly symbol to the wall, such as a pumpkin for October or 
a turkey for November.  After 100 symbols have been earned, treat your class to a pizza 
party, a “build-your-own-sundae” party, or any other privilege of your choice.)  
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WORD RECOGNITION GAMES TO LEARN SIGHT WORDS AND WORD RECOGNITION 
TESTS (20 minutes) 
1. MATERIALS NEEDED: Using the Whole-Word Approach to Learn Over 450 Sight 

Words  
 
Instructions 
a. Word Recognition Games: Students play word recognition games to help them learn 

the sight words.  Have incentive stickers available to award to students when they identify 
the underlined phonetic “secrets” in words during the games, such as the long e sound of 
ea in eat.  A star symbol has been placed on the bottom, left-hand corner of homograph 
(heteronym) bingo and word cards (i.e., live, read, use, wind) and a smiley face on 
word cards that have more than one common pronunciation (i.e., a [/ŭ/ or /ā/ sound], 
an, our, the, their), and students should earn double stickers for giving both 
pronunciations of these words during word recognition games.  Stickers can also be 
awarded to the winner of games. 

 
Note that ideas for word recognition games, as well as a link to where the word and bingo 
cards can be printed for free, comes with Using the Whole-Word Approach to Learn Over 
450 Sight Words.  (The footnotes provided with each week’s list of sight word sentences 
specifies which word or bingo cards need to be printed for the word recognition games as 
well as what weeks word recognition tests need to be administered.)  
 

b. Word recognition test (Follow the schedule on the list of sight word sentences to know 
when to administer each of the three word recognition tests.  A link to the tests comes 
with Using the Whole-Word Approach to Learn Over 450 Sight Words.) 

 
Example Bingo Cards 

 
Example Bingo Cards 

 
Example Flashcards for Word  

Recognition Games 

 
Example Flashcards for Word 

Recognition Games 
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LANGUAGE, APOSTROPHE S, AND PLURALS (20 min.) 
1. MATERIALS NEEDED: Teaching Kids about Homophones and Homographs; 

Teaching Kids about Apostrophe “s” in Possessives; Teaching Kids about Plurals, 
Antonyms, Synonyms, and More 

 
Objectives: to teach children about homophones, homographs (heteronyms), possessive s, 
plurals, antonyms, synonyms, acronyms, and similes, while also helping them to learn words 
from Bible History for Children and Youth (Text and Study Guide) that are not classified as 
sight words and that cannot be easily sounded out 

 
Directions: Complete a on Monday, b on Tuesday, c on Wednesday, and d on Thursday. 
 
a. Review the pages of Teaching Kids about Homophones and Homographs 

(reproducible worksheets included) and complete one of the worksheets listed 
below.   
• Homonyms (Homophones)  
• More Homonyms 
• Homographs (Heteronyms) 

b. TEACHING KIDS ABOUT APOSTROPHE “S” IN POSSESSIVES digital flashcards  
(Instructions: The teacher reads the words at the top of the page, leaving out the 
apostrophe s sound.  On the first page, for example, the teacher would say “Aaron bowl.”  
Children then repeat the same words with the apostrophe s added—“Aaron’s bowl.”  
Review all the possessives at the top and bottom of pages.  Then read the rhyming 
sentences on several pages where the names with the apostrophe s are used in context.)   

c. Review Set 1 of Teaching Kids about Plurals, Antonyms, Synonyms and More 
and complete one of the worksheets listed under d below.   

d. Review Set 2 of Teaching Kids about Plurals, Antonyms, Synonyms and More 
(with Digital Flashcards and Worksheets) and complete one of the worksheets 
listed below.   
• Plurals of nouns that end with s, sh, x, z, and other letters  
• Plurals of nouns that end with ch and o  
• Plurals of nouns that end with f, fe, and ff  
• Plurals formed without adding -s or -es  
• Synonyms  
• Antonyms  

• Acronyms 
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STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS (20 min.) 
1. MATERIALS NEEDED: Teaching Kids about Structural Analysis 

 
eBook 

 

 

 
Example Flash-

cards 

 
          Example Worksheet           

 
Objectives: to teach children about structural analysis while also helping them to learn words 
from Bible History for Children and Youth (Text and Study Guide) that are not classified as 
sight words and that cannot be easily sounded out 

 
Directions: Complete a on Monday, b Tuesday, c Wednesday, d Thursday, and e Friday.  
a. Review the flashcards listed below from Teaching Kids about Structural 

Analysis and complete a corresponding worksheet at the end of the book.  
• Compound Words Digital Flashcards (Open, Closed, Hyphenated) 
• Inflectional Endings Digital Flashcards (-s or -es, -ing, -ed) 
• Doubling a Final Consonant Digital Flashcards (-s, -ing, -ed) 

• Worksheets: “Inflectional Endings (-s, -es, -ing, -ed)”; “Inflectional Endings (-ly, -er, 
-est)”; and “Doubling a Final Consonant (-s, -ing, -ed)” 
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b. Review the flashcards listed below from Teaching Kids about Structural 
Analysis and complete a corresponding worksheet at the end of the book.  
• Dropping a final e digital flashcards, Set 1 (-s, -ing, -ed) 

c. Review the flashcards listed below from Teaching Kids about Structural 
Analysis and complete a corresponding worksheet at the end of the book.  
• Dropping a final e digital flashcards (Set 2)  (-s, -ing, -ed, -ly, -er, -est, -y) 
• Worksheets: “Dropping a final e ” (-s, -ing, -ed)”; “Dropping a final e (-ly, -er, -est)” 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

d. Review the flashcards listed below from Teaching Kids about Structural 
Analysis and complete a corresponding worksheet at the end of the book.  
• More -y and -ly flashcards 
• Changing a final y to i digital flashcards (-es, -ing, -ed, -ly, -er, -est, -ness) 
• Worksheets: “Changing a final y to i ” (-es, -ing, -ed)”; “Changing a final y to i (-ly, 

-er, -est)” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

e. Review the following flashcards from Teaching Kids about Structural Analysis: 
• Irregular Verbs 
• Prefixes Flashcards; Suffixes Flashcards 
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CONTRACTIONS WORKSHEETS AND STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS CHARTS (10 min.) 
 
1. MATERIALS NEEDED: Contractions” worksheets; “Plurals of Nouns” chart; “Inflec-

tional Endings” chart 
 
Objectives: to teach children about contractions, plurals, and inflectional endings while also 
helping them to learn words from Bible History for Children and Youth (Text and Study Guide) 
that are not classified as sight words and that cannot be easily sounded out 
 
Directions: Complete a on Monday, b on Tuesday, and c on Wednesday.  

 
a. “Contractions” worksheets (These are available in Teaching Children about Capitalization, 

Punctuation, Apostrophe s, and Contractions: Language Book 2, by Habakkuk Educational 
Materials.) 

 
 

b. “Plurals of Nouns” (Pieces for assembling the chart are available on the “Free Teaching 
Materials” page of the Habakkuk Educational Materials website.  See the illustration and 
directions on the next page.) 

 
c. “Inflectional Endings” chart (Pieces for assembling the chart are available on the “Free 

Teaching Materials” page of the Habakkuk Educational Materials website.  See the 
illustration and directions on page 13.) 
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PLURALS OF NOUNS CHART 
 
Directions: A student can be given a word card, determine how the plural is formed, and use 
the chart to categorize it appropriately.   

1. Students add a final -s to form the plural of nouns under the -s heading. 
2. Students practice adding -es to form the plural of nouns that end with s, sh, x, z, a soft 

ch, and, on this chart, an o that is preceded by a consonant.   
3. Students practice changing a final f, fe, and ff to v and a final y to i before adding -es to 

form the plural. 
4. Students match the plural cards that were formed by inside changes with the singular 

form.   
5. Have students read the words under the “Unchanged” heading and explain to them that 

these are words that are spelled the same in the singular and plural.  

 



13 

Copyright © 2018-2022 by Habakkuk Educational Materials 

INFLECTIONAL ENDINGS CHART  
 
Directions 
1. Add inflectional endings to words. 

After adding the endings -ly, -er, and -est to adjectives and adverbs, give clues like those 
listed below and let students identify the form of the word you are referring to:  

• In a quiet manner/way (quietly) 
• Is more quiet than her brother (quieter)   
• Quieter than all others (quietest) 

2. Identify the different forms of verbs (action words) and adjectives and adverbs (describing 
words). 

3. Read the sentences and insert the correct form of the verb or adjective or adverb.  
4. Identify sentences in the past, present, and future tense. 
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ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES (10 min.) 
 

1. “THE 66 BOOKS OF THE BIBLE” CHART AND SONG 
 
Objectives: to help students memorize the order of the 66 Books of the Bible and to enable 
them to quickly recognize the many Bible names and references they will encounter while 
reading Bible History for Children and Youth (Text and Study Guide) 
 
Instructions: This resource is available free of charge by visiting the Habakkuk Educational 
Materials website at https://www.habakkuk.net/.  Point to each book of the Bible in turn as 
students sing the song that names them. 
 

 
 

2. HUNDREDS CHART  
 
Objectives: to teach students to count to 100 and to be able to identify the numbers in 
reading materials 
 
Instructions: A hundreds chart that can be printed or viewed from a computer screen is 
available at the end of this file.  Point to each number in turn as students name them.  Note 
that it is easier for students to learn to count to 100 if they are first taught how to count by 
tens. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.habakkuk.net/
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PHONICS AND SIGHT WORDS (20 min.) 
1. MATERIALS NEEDED: Using Phonics to Learn Over 450 Sight Words 

 
Objectives: to help students learn, within a year or less, over 450 sight words taught in 
prekindergarten through third grade while also developing their ability to decode words and 
familiarizing them with common spelling patterns of vowel sounds (Please note that familiarity 
with the A-Z alphabet sounds is a prerequisite to decoding the words.) 
 
Directions for using the paperback with 1-2 students: Begin by reviewing the 
consonant sounds on pages 9-12 (see the directions on page 8).  Set a timer for 20 minutes.  
When sounding out the words on pages 14-40, first tell students what sound is made by the 
colored letter(s) on the page and remind them of this as frequently as is necessary.  (From 
your eBook, you can click on the ear icon to hear the sound.)   
 
Always begin with the first word on page 14, which is body, and allow the pair of students 
you are working with to decode, in turn, as many words as possible before the timer rings.  
With practice, they should get a little further every week until they are able to decode (or 
recognize which is the ultimate goal) the 450 plus words in a single sitting.  You might want 
to reward students with stickers to add to their incentive charts if they finish reading all the 
words (or however many you feel is appropriate) within the time frame.   
 
Activities for other reading group members: Mondays through Fridays, two students 
from a reading group could spend up to 20 minutes decoding, in turn, sight words in the 
presence of the teacher.  At the same time, other group members might engage in word 
recognition activities, read silently, or record the high frequency book word sentences located 
towards the end of the book.  Another option would be to have them color the phonics coloring 
sheets included in A Phonics Reading and Coloring Book for Grades Pre-K through 3rd.  

 
Directions for using the eBook with an entire class: Open the eBook version on a 
computer screen or interactive whiteboard and let students take turns decoding the words.   
 

 
eBook or paperback 
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READING SILENTLY AND ORALLY WITH COMPREHENSION (20 min.) 
1. MATERIALS NEEDED: A Phonics Reading and Coloring Book for Grades K-3 (or An 

All-In-One Phonics Book for Grades Kindergarten Through 3rd); Bible History for 
Children and Youth (Text and Study Guide); Teacher Resources and Answer Keys 
to Accompany Bible History for Children and Youth  
 
Objectives: to read silently and orally with comprehension 
 
Instructions for beginning readers: Read sentences from any of the pages in A Phonics 
Reading and Coloring Book for Grades K-3 (Pages 17-159) with spelling patterns of sounds 
you have already covered. 
 
Instructions for students who have passed both the “Phonics Test” and the “Word 
Recognition Tests” (see the links below): Read silently and/or orally (together or 
individually) from Bible History for Children and Youth (Text and Study Guide).  Students can 
answer the corresponding reading comprehension questions while they read or after they 
have finished the story.  Note that it is sometimes helpful to have students read over the 
questions prior to reading.  (Answers, as well as several reading comprehension games, are 
available in Teacher Resources and Answer Keys to Accompany Bible History for Children and 
Youth, and a free computer-based test for each Bible story is also available online). 
 
Free Computer-Based Tests for Bible History for Children and Youth (Text and 
Study Guide): A free computer-based test for each Bible story is available online and can 
be accessed by following the two steps below.  The computer will notify users if an answer is 
correct or incorrect, and their grades will be displayed after completing a test.   
 
1. Go to https://www.habakkuk.net/.  From the homepage, click on “Free Computer-based 

Tests to Complement Books by Habakkuk Educational Materials.”  Then click the image 
with an illustration of the Bible history book to be directed to an LMS.   

2. From the LMS, you should see the title of the book you are using.  Click the downward 
arrow beneath the title (it’s on the righthand side) to see the available tests.  Then click 
on the test you want to take, followed by enter.   

 
Link to the phonics test  

Link to the word recognition tests  

   

https://www.habakkuk.net/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MOuFEDjVwMUM4AiCv-92W59bJUV18184/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1geJrsGrqUJUwrh0jyLxALka32BXcjOuE/view?usp=sharing
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Bible History for Children and Youth (Text and Study Guide) includes stories from both the Old 
and New Testaments and has black and white illustrations for students to color.  The same text 
with colored illustrations is available in the two books shown below, also by Habakkuk Educational 
Materials. 
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Hundreds Chart 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 

61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 

71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 

81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 
 


